Attorney's Docket No.: 17984-003001 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants request consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. 
Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (a)(2)(ii), only copies of foreign patent documents and/or non-patent 
literature are enclosed. Copies of any listed U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications 
can be provided upon request. 

This statement is being filed before the receipt of a first Office Action on the merits. 
Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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Fish & Richardson P.C. 
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11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005-3500 
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Initial 
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Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Patentee 


Class 


Subclass 


Filina Date 
If Appropriate 




AA 


382,254 


5/1/1888 


Conradson 










AB 


3,063,728 


11/13/1962 


Patterson 










AC 


3,304,095 


02/14/1967 


Carlton 










AD 


3,503,621 


03/31/1970 


Schmidt et al. 










AE 


4,083,577 


04/11/1978 


Ford 










AF 


4,700,967 


10/20/1987 


Meatto et al. 










AG 


4,715,612 


12/29/1987 


Fels et al. 


• 








AH 


4.957,304 


09/18/1990 


Diard et al. 










AI 


5,040,818 


08/20/1991 


Metheny 










AJ 


5,083,810 


01/28/1992 


Minidis 










AK 


5,145,201 


09/08/1992 


Metheny 










AL 


5,242,187 


09/7/1993 


Diard et al. 










AM 


5,303,949 


4/19/1994 


Harper et al. 










AN 


5,360,229 


11/1/1994 


Arduin et al. 










AO 


5,405,161 


4/11/1995 


Petkov 










AP 


5,462,304 


10/31/1995 


Nyman 










AQ 


5,553,884 


9/10/1996 


Abondance 










AR 


5,647,353 


7/15/1997 


Juhasz 










AS 


5,671,939 


9/30/1997 


Pineau 










AT 


5,727,807 


3/17/1998 


Kraft et al. 


i 








AU 


5,820,154 


10/13/1998 


Howe 










AV 


5,836,604 


11/17/1998 


Plegay 










AW 


5,871,223 


2/16/1999 


Zanco 










AX 


5,876,056 


3/2/1999 


Karisen 










AY 


5,915,719 


6/29/1999 


Rauvois 










AZ 


5,927,743 


7/27/1999 


Mantel 










AAA 


5,984,344 


11/16/1999 


Harsanyi et al. 









Examiner Signature 


Date Considered 


tXAMlNER: Initials citation considered. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered Include copy of this form with 
next communication to applicant. 
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ABB 


6,062,585 


05/16/2000 


Hess 








- 


ACC 


6,079,746 


6/27/2000 


Olsen 










ADD 


6,158,747 


12/12/2000 


Magnani 










AEE 


6,182,998 


2/6/2001 


Hugye et al. 










AFF 


6,193,262 


2/27/2001 


Silva 










AGG 


6,217,055 


4/17/2001 


Silva 










AHH 


6,224,085 


05/01/2001 


Cruz 










All 


6,227,558 


5/8/2001 


Arduin et al. 










AJJ 


6,241,272 


6/5/2001 


Hammerle 








;> 


AKK 


6,244,616 


6/12/2001 


Arduin et al. 










ALL 


6,257,612 


7/10/2001 


Zanco et al. 










AMM 


6,257,620 


7/10/2001 


Kenney 










ANN 


6,283,493 


9/4/2001 


Arduin et al. 










AOO 


6,290,249 


9/18/2001 


Wolf 










APP 


6,315,317 


11/13/2001 


Liard et al. 










AQQ 


6,325,404 


12/4/2001 


Liard et al. 










ARR 


6,357,782 


3/19/2002 


Pieber et al. 










ASS 


6,367,173 


4/9/2002 


Lancon 










ATT 


6,382,658 


05/07/2002 


Stubblefield 










AUU 


6,394,482 


5/28/2002 


Carlson 










AW 


6,499,759 


12/31/2002 


DeBorde et al. 
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